30.
The investigators did show an improvement in quality of life as measured by the Functional Assessment of Cancer Therapy-General Measures (FACT-G) score at 3 months, in those patients randomized for immediate palliative care team consultation while they were in the ED. There was a trend in survival. It would be important to know whether ED initiation of the palliative care chain will result in a decrease in readmission rates and the ethnic/racial and socioeconomic disparity of these services rendered. Future prospective interdisciplinary studies involving the intersection of emergency and/or urgent care, oncology, and palliative care practitioners are necessary to further refine optimal and cost-effective, patient-centered care for patients with cancer and caregivers.
